
Oct. 14 Board meeting highlights  

October 14, 2008 
Government Center - Meeting Chamber  

I.  CALL TO ORDER  

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the staff of the Military and Global Leadership Academy 
at Marie G. Davis. The academy opened on Aug. 25, the first day of the 2008-2009 school 
year. The school focuses on character education, international studies and technology. It 
places an emphasis on community service and explores military and national organizations 
that support democracy. The principal of the school is Lawrance D. Mayes, Sr. A tenth-grade 
cadet joined the staff and led the pledge. 

B. Adoption of Agenda  

The agenda was adopted. 

II. REQUESTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

The Board heard from 32 people. The majority of the speakers sought to keep CMS magnet 
schools and programs at several schools including West Meck, Beverly Woods, Villa Heights, 
Lincoln Heights and Winding Springs. Students, CMS staff and parents addressed the Board. 
Highlights from some of the public comments follow. 

Morgan Taylor, a CMS student working on her graduation project, talked about the need to 
go to another class-scheduling procedure as opposed to continuing a block schedule. She 
said more flexibility is needed to prepare her and other students for college. 

Brandon Kathman, a CMS sixth-grader who is a recent graduate of the Talent Development 
program at Villa Heights, talked about the importance of the program and the need to keep 
it at the school. He was one of three people who talked about the Villa Heights program. 

Theresa Watley and Tammy Hill, both of whom have children at Lincoln Heights, talked 
about the need for stronger leadership and the importance of leadership regarding academic 
achievement. They referenced that a plan of action to improve school performance has yet 
to be discussed by the Board. Nina Andersen talked about the need to add more media 
center specialists at all CMS schools. 

Representing the Neighborhood Good Samaritans, Patrice Ognodo and Dr. Mel Parker talked 
about their organization’s efforts to bring Hispanic and African immigrants together for 
various educational and cultural experiences. They talked about the group’s Africa Latino 
Cultural Night and an afterschool program for CMS students. 

Dianna Byers was one of several people who talked about the importance of having more 
options at CMS for middle school Montessori programs. She and others believe having the 
program at Sedgefield Middle is a good idea. 



III.  CONSENT ITEMS 

Items B. I. and II. and F were pulled for separate approval. All other items were approved 
together. 

A. Recommend approval of minutes  

B. Construction Items  

1. Recommend approval of five-year reimbursable water and sewer contract with Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Utilities Department for E07-01 (Dixie River Road) elementary school  

2. Recommend approval of easements and right-of-ways for E07-06 (Youngblood/Steele 
Creek Road) elementary school  

C. Recommend approval of licensed/non-licensed hires and promotions for September 2008  

D. Recommend approval of requests for release of students to other school districts 

E. Recommend approval of depositories/signature authorizations  

F. Recommend approval of appointment of administrative personnel 

G.    (“Hickory Grove Area” Elementary School Site) Recommend the purchase of 
approximately 44 acres on North Sharon Amity Road and Shamrock Drive, tax parcel nos. 
099-261-05, 099-261-05, 099-253-14, 099-253-15, for a purchase price of +/- $1,716,000 
(exact price to be based on surveyed acreage) and in accordance with terms and conditions 
of contract with property owners. 

H.    (McClintock Middle School Site) Recommend the purchase of approximately 5.57 acres 
for site expansion land for the McClintock Middle School on Rama Road, tax parcels 163-
061-01, 163-061-02, 163-061-03, 163-061-05, 163-06S-01, for a purchase price of +/- 
$592,250 (exact price to be based on surveyed acreage) and in accordance with terms and 
conditions of contract with property owners. 

IV.  ACTION ITEMS 

A. Recommend approval of Mrs. McGarry’s, At-Large Representative, request to conduct a 
full audit of self-verified free and reduced lunch applications using a random sample 
methodology 

The Board voted 6-2 to defeat Mrs. McGarry’s motion.                       

B. Recommend approval of adoption of the 2008-2009 Proposed CMS Goals and 2008-2009 
Individual Goals of the Superintendent 

The Board voted 7-1 to adopt a substitute motion. 

C. Recommend that the superintendent not conduct an audit beyond what is currently 
allowed for free and reduced-price lunch applications. 



V. REPORTS/INFORMATION ITEMS  

A. Report on Budget Amendments for July - August 2008  

B. Report on Capital Project Ordinances for July - August 2008  

C. Report/First Reading on Proposed Amendments to Policy JIE, Pregnant Students 

The amendments are designed to bring CMS’ existing policy in line with the state policy. 
North Carolina rules require CMS to provide the same or equivalent educational instruction 
for pregnant or parenting students as other students. Another change means the district 
must add language that says it will not discriminate against or exclude pregnant or 
parenting students from school or any program, class or extracurricular program because 
they are pregnant or parenting. 

Among the other changes, CMS must: rename its policy “Pregnant and Parenting Students:” 
provide excused absences for pregnancy or related conditions and for the illness or medical 
appointment during school hours of a child of whom they are the custodial parent and; 
make homework and make-up work available to pregnant and parenting students. 

D. Report/First Reading on Draft Amendments to Policy BID (version 1), Board Member 
Compensation and Expenses  

E. Report/First Reading on Draft Amendments to Policy BID (version 2), Board Member 
Compensation and Expenses  

F. Report on High School Challenge 

High School Challenge is a strategic business plan aimed at improving student success in 
targeted high schools (Garinger, E.E. Waddell, West Charlotte and West Mecklenburg). As 
part of this plan, $3.6 million in the 2008-2009 budget has been provided for signing 
bonuses and merit-based pay supplements. Pay supplements were available only to those 
schools and teachers who met identified accountability standards. Performance of schools is 
measured by school composite scores. Click here to view the PowerPoint presentation. 

G. Report on Superintendent’s Final Magnet Program Recommendations  

Dr. Peter C. Gorman, superintendent of Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, presented his final 
magnet program recommendations to the BOE. Click here for more information.   

I. REPORT FROM SUPERINTENDENT 

Dr. Gorman said there will be no Board meeting on Nov. 11. The next meeting will be on 
Nov. 12. 

II.  REPORTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS  

Vilma Leake thanked the public for their support. She offered her condolences regarding the 
recent death of Mecklenburg County Commissioner Valerie Woodard. 

https://extranet.cms.k12.nc.us/news/stories/internetNews/pdf/10A14A200864330PM.pdf
http://apps.cms.k12.nc.us/includes/gfi.asp?fileHandle=5868.asp


Kaye McGarry talked about the importance of school safety. She said a safe learning 
environment is needed for academic achievement. McGarry also discussed community 
outreach efforts in her district. 

III. CLOSED SESSION, Room CH-14  

IV. ADJOURNMENT  

 


